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Work/Fun Parties
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Feb 04 Nancy Weir
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Memorial Paddles
January 1st, 2026
More info See page

April 11, 2026
Gopher Tortoise Story
Trail
Grand Opening at Wigert-
Barron Preserve

For more Information

Check Our website
Calusalandtrust.org

Our Facebook page or

the Pine Island Eagle

The President’s Corner
By Cheryl King
Dear Friends,

As we reflect on the past Hurricane Season and breathe a sigh of
relief, | am thrilled with the passion and dedication that has been restored in
our mission to restore and protect the island that we love! Together, we
have made meaningful strides purchasing the Chipley Sandpatch Chicken
Farm and adjoining Mosher parcel at Barrancas & Stringfellow, and
committing to assist Conservation 20/20 in maintaining the property across
from Winn-Dixie.

These acquisitions have reminded me that conservation is not just
about preserving landscapes; it's about safeguarding the future. Every acre
protected, every trail maintained, and every pine seedling planted is a
promise to those who will walk these lands long after us. Looking ahead we
are excited to share upcoming initiatives:

o Community Engagement: Voluntary additional work parties to

clean up the Chipley Sandpatch.
o Education: Gopher Tortoise Educational programs at Pine Island
Elementary School 12/16 from 5:00-6:30pm.

o Story Trail Grand Opening at Wigert-Barron, 4/11/2026.

« Expansion: Exciting new plans to restore the Chipley and Mosher
properties and protect the wildlife, and native plants that are
inhabitants there.

None of this would be possible without your support. Whether you
give time, resources, or share our story, you are part of a growing
movement that ensures our natural spaces remain vibrant and resilient.
Thank you for standing with us, and consider your yearly RMD, donation or
membership to help us continue our mission.
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ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
50" Annual Meeting of the Calusa Land Trust and Nature Preserve
of Pine Island, Inc.

Please join us for the 50th Annual Meeting of the Calusa
Land Trust to be held Sunday, January 25, 2026, beginning at 1
pm. The location will be at the Fishers of Men Lutheran Church,
10360 Stringfellow Road, just south of the 4-way stop. The
meeting is open to all. Attendees will be briefed on the care of
the Land Trust’s 2,400 + acres of preserved land, proposals on
the newly acquired “Chipley Sandpatch” parcel, continuing
hurricane challenges and pending restoration plans for 2026 and g
be¥ond. Special plans include the celebration of the land trust’s
50" Golden Anniversary. The recently published 7™ edition of
The Nature Lover's Guide to Pine Island will also be available
for purchase.

There will be socializing with old and new friends, 50/50
raffles and Salty Girls soup & sandwich buffet. To join eight ;
continuing directors (Brian Cotterill, Cathy House, Dave Scullion,
Alice Trant, Robert Ballard, Joe Perry, Sam Grisso and Kathy
Weinberger) the membership will choose to elect six incumbent
directors: Judy Ott, Frank Potter, Joan Rosenberg, Cheryl King,
Marty Kendall and John Kendall) Additional nominations will be
accepted from the floor.

For any questions contact John Kendall at (239) 283-8175
or email john@calusalandtrust.org.

** Membership renewals are due in January 2026 **

NASTY EVIL INVASIVES
By: Marty Kendall

Southwest Florida is home to a long list of invasive plants, however,
Brazilian pepper, Australian pine, carrotwood, melaleuca, java plum and ear
leaf acacia are among the most prevalent on Pine Island. But what is an
invasive and why do we pursue them with such vigor? Answer: Because
these plants are capable of moving aggressively into a habitat and
monopolizing resources (such as light, nutrients, water and space) all to the
detriment of native species. This action then impairs or destroys all the
native creatures which call this place their home.

Abrus precatorius or rosary pea

Some 1400 Florida plants have non-native origins. They came to our
shores through shipping, hurricane winds and customer choices. Luckily, only 6% are considered
“‘invasive”; it is from this minority that endanger our native Florida lands.

On Pine Island the Calusa Land Trust has prioritized the need to remove these non-native
invasives from its preserves, thus insuring a suitable wildlife habitat. Once a month in season (October
through May) members and volunteers assemble with chainsaws, loppers, pruning saws and happy
spirits and attack the evil intruders. By these efforts we can help assure a healthy environment in these
lands. The Calusa Land Trust presently owns and stewards over 2400 Pine Island acres contained
within its 25 (soon to be 26) preserves. Its uplands preserves usually contain walkable trails with
informational signage for you to enjoy a trek through wonderful Old Florida. Cheers!
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CLT Monthly Work/Fun Party

By Robert Ballard. Chief Land Steward

The November Work/Fun Party was held at @il aaa
the Wigert-Barron Preserve in Bokeelia. Thanks to oy &

seedlings planted in the June “Re-pine Pine Island”
event. Workers also cleared the trails and removed
the summer crop of invasive growth from the
preserve. The benches at Rubye’s Pond were
cleaned and cleared of weeds. Workers enjoyed
the pizza lunch around the picnic table at the East
gate entrance.

(See Work Party Schedule on Page 1 left column
for future date and locations).

With the recent purchase of the 5.45 acre
Chipley property in Bokeelia special work parties will be held to
prepare it for contracting a company to clear the underbrush and
invasive plants. What will be needed is picking up litter and
debris that would be a hazard for the mulching machine. Contact
Robert Ballard, Chief Land Steward, if interested in helping on
these special work parties (mrobertballard64@gmail.com).
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New Board Member

Kathy Weinberger

The CLT Board of Directors recently appointed Kathy to
fill a vacancy on the BOD with a term ending in 2027. Armed
with a bachelor's degree from Stanford University, Kathy has
enjoyed a varied career with sole proprietorships in a bakery,
then a restaurant and until her recent retirement a landscape
business all in Connecticut. In addition to her attendance at
CLT's work/fun parties and paddling tours she is an active
participant with the Pine Island Garden Club, Randell Research
Center, the Friends of the Library and delivers Beacon Bites
meals for the Beacon of Hope and an active member of a land
trust back in Connecticut. She and her husband, Jim
Friedlander, share a daughter, son-in-law and two grandsons,
who live in Washington, DC. Jim and Kathy split their time
between their home state and Pineland.

New Years Day Paddle

By Jim Friedlander

The Calusa Land Trust will be having
its second annual New Year's Day paddle
leaving from 12120 Bohman Lane, near
Blue Crab Key, at 10:00AM.

Laura Massey had agreed to show
us around the East side of Pine Island
where she paddles. Those needing a kayak
can rent one from Carmen's Kayak at 860-
336-9095.

Suggested donation for the paddle is
$20 for non-members and $10 for members.
Membership will be available at the start.

Please bring sun protection, water, and
a snack. Contact Jim Friedlander
(860-608-1158) for updates or questions.

More paddles to be announced.

All are invited to visit Street Eatz, (5508
Avenue A, Pine Island Center) for lunch upon our return.




Your impact makes a difference every day

Thank You to Our Top Donors

Your generosity makes everything we do possible. A special thanks goes out
to Gerald & Nancy Hook, James & Rebecca Henry, Ellen & Robert Ballard, The Kellerman Family
& The Hoyem Charitable Fund of Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing

and so many others who help us make a lasting impact.
We are deeply grateful for your commitment and partnership.

This year, your support helped us:

e Support the acquisition of Conservation 2020 & CLT for the 57 acres across
from Winn-Dixie.

« Manage & preserve over 2400 acres .
e Purchase environmentally & historically threatened land, Chipley Sandpatch.

To donate to this preserve go to Calusalandtrust.org

Write “Chipley” in the Memo

Chipley preserve after
Day One grinding

Chipley Before

= =

Restoration
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Treasures of the Trails for December 2025:
Christmas Candy(root) at Wigert/Barron Preserve

Text and Photo by Judy Ott

Our Christmas
treasure from the CLT
trails is Candyroot in
our Wigert/Barron
Preserve.

Candyroot gets its
name from the licorice
flavor of its tiny tap
root. It was chewed
like candy and brewed
for tealike by native
Cultures, the
Seminole, but
apparently not the
Calusa.

‘ ‘ o Other native
cultures used Candyroot for medicinal purposes, like treating snake bites and heart
problems, plus inducing vomiting — so don'’t try this at home! The Seneca
name “Snake Root” comes from the flowers’ shape like rattle snake rattles. The fragrant
roots are biologically active and used in some commercial medicines. The active
compounds are called “saponins”, which may stimulate milk production, which could
explain the Latin name “polygala” which means “much milk”.

The seeds of the Candyroot are also biologically active; they have structures called
“‘elastomers” which contain rich essential proteins and oils. Ants collect the seeds and
take them to their nests, where adults and larvae eat the structures, but leave the seeds
intact. The seeds are tossed aside into an environment favorable for germination.

Candyroot is a small, native, perennial wildflower with tiny yellow flowers in
compact clusters (called racemes), surrounded by leaf rosettes. The flower racemes are
about 4 inches tall and the plants are about 6 inches across. The spoon shaped leaves
and tap root help gather moisture and nutrients in the harsh environments Candyroot
grows in. Candyroot blooms during many months of the year, usually spring to fall. It is
found in moist pine flatlands and dry Florida scrub habitats like our Wigert/Barron
Preserve. In scrub habitats, it settles into slight depressions in the harsh sandy soil. It is
found in almost all Florida counties, as well as North Carolina west to Texas. It is
considered a rare plant in South Florida but isn'’t listed as a federal or state threatened
species.

Remember to take a time-out during the holiday season and enjoy a “sweet” hike
through one of our CLT preserves where gifts abound for those who are patient.
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$ 50 Donor $1000 Benefactor Calusa Land Trust

$100 Contributor $ Other Amount PO Box 216
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APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE."

Full financial details, including federal tax returns, can be obtained by contacting the Land Trust’s Treasurer at (239) 283-3871 during working hours. Federal
Employer Identification Number: 59-1782265. The Calusa Land Trust is an exempt Organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. Florida Dept of
Agriculture & Consumer Services registration number CH3439. No portion of donations received by the Trust is paid to any professional solicitor. 100% of all
donations are received by the Trust. DECEMBER 2025
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of Pine Island, Inc.
P.O. Box 216
Bokeelia, Florida 33922

Calusa Land Trust

and Nature Preserve of Pine Island, Inc.

The Calusa Land Trust Mission Statement

“The purpose for which the corporation is organized is to own and hold real and personal property
for the use and benefit of the general public; to perform all other matters and acts authorized pursuant to
the laws of the State of Florida for corporations not for profit; to acquire, hold, and manage environmen-
tally sensitive lands, archaeological and historic sites, and other natural lands; to encourage education
and research in the fields of conservation and preservation; to establish nature preserves or other pro-
tected areas to be used for scientific, educational, aesthetic, or passive recreational purposes; to cooper-
ate with other entities having similar or related objectives; and to engage in any other activity relating to
the furtherance of the foregoing objectives”*.

The Calusa Land Trust represents people's willingness to put their money and time where their
hearts are to make a difference.

*Calusa Land Trust Articles of Incorporation, Article Il




