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Acquisition News                                                  
by Harold Bruner  (464.2436) 
 
20/20 Reconsiders Moratorium on New Reviews 
 

If you have followed the newsletter articles 
on Lee County’s 20/20 Conservation land 
purchase program, you know that there has 
been a moratorium on reviewing new 
nominations.  The offers of property for sale 
to the county far outpace the tax revenues 
available for purchases.  The moratorium 
ended early in April when the 20/20 staff  
reviewed a large batch of old and new 
nominations.  
 
A critical parcel of 200+ acres on the east side 
of Pine Island passed the first two  reviews 
with the first-ever (for the entire 20/20 
program) perfect score of 8. The bad news is 
that there is a list of 15 properties already 
approved for purchase that would tie up pro-
jected funding revenues for the next 3-5 
years.  It was a list of 16 until one dropped 
out, and it’s possible that more will do the 
same as they tire of waiting.  

 
The owner of the Pine Island nomination has 
offered a bargain sale with favorable terms 
and payments spread over a period of years. 

The 20/20 staff has always taken the position 
that they can not encumber a future Board of 
County Commissioners, but they seem to be 
reconsidering.  We voted to support this 
nomination with co-management and a 
contribution of $20,000. 
 

Don’t Forget the CLT  
 
Keep in mind that we were able to purchase 

three parcels on our own in 2008. We have a 
good chance of picking up 10 acres of 
wetlands near the Pine Island Flatwoods 
Preserve in a few weeks. We can afford 
reasonably priced parcels, especially 
wetlands, in today’s softer real estate market. 
Give me a call if you have an interest in 
selling or donating any kind of property. 
There are lots of unique things we can do to 
promote the conservation of environmentally 
sensitive lands on Pine Island. 
 

The 11th annual 
Duck Race was a 

huge success. 

If the address label on this Newsletter 
is PINK it is time to renew your  
membership.  Use the enclosed  
envelope and the form on the last 
page to renew. 



11th Annual Rubber Duck Race 
by Ron Wesorick    (283.7249) 
 

T he 11th annual Rubber Duck Race was a 
huge success.  At mid day people began to 

gather and by race time it was standing room 
only along Monroe Canal.  Woody’s Waterside 
Pub in St James City was a perfect venue for 
the race.  2700 bright yellow rubber ducks, each 
with a number, raced down the canal to a most 
exciting finish.  The lucky owners of the first 40 
ducks were awarded terrific prizes all donated 
by local merchants, members and friends of the 
Calusa Land Trust. 
 
Other fund raising activities included a live 
auction and a silent auction.  More than $30,000 
was raised to support the land purchase project 
of the Land Trust.  Thanks go to the many 
people  who made the event a  gigantic success 
and a special thanks to Pink Wesorick and her 
Duck Planning Committee.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by Ed Chapin  (392.0090)  
  

S ince I have not had a Ranger’s Report in 
the last two newsletters, there is a lot of 

catching up to do to show how much work gets 
done by our wonderful volunteers.    
  

Starting on Dec. 6th, 2008, we had a large work 
party that traveled out to Cayo Pelau, an island 
across Charlotte Harbor.  This is a Lee County 
20/20 Preserve that the CLT helped purchase 
and continues to co-manage.  We had 14 CLT 
volunteers and worked for about three hours 
on invasive exotic plant control,  mostly 
Brazilian pepper.  We improved the nature 
trails along the west side of the island and 
enjoyed being on this special, beautiful 

island.   We want to thank all the volunteers 
and those who supplied boats for this work 
party trip across Charlotte Harbor.    
  

Next we had a Ranger Council on Dec. 13th 
with a good turnout of 12 volunteer 
rangers.   We discussed  new and ongoing 
Preserve issues, successes, thorny 
problems and subsequently planned our future 
ranger work party schedule for 2009.   It helps 
the CLT to hear the good ideas brought up by 
volunteers and it allows us to schedule work 
parties that volunteers have a personal interest 
in and are enthusiastic about taking on.  
  
January 3rd we had 11 volunteers show up to 
help prepare the St. James Preserve in St. James 
City for the Norm Gowan Trailhead Vista 
Dedication.   This work party went really well 
and the dedication was well attended and 
appreciated by the friends and family of Norm 
and Marie Gowan.     
  
On January 10th we had 12 volunteers spiffing 
up Fritts Park for our Annual Meeting.   We 
did the ceremonial annual tent raising, 
vegetation debris cleanup, utility repairs, pic-
nic table painting and general sprucing up.  A 
lot of hard work was performed by dedicated 
volunteers.    
  

January 18th, the morning of the Annual 
Meeting, saw 12 volunteers setting up booths, 
tables, chairs and the sound system.    
  

Next on January 23rd  We had a plethora of 
volunteers setting up for the Shirley House 
Annual Rummage Sale, receiving donations, 
marking prices, having a cookout and enjoying 
themselves way too much.   
  

The next day an even larger group 
of volunteers ran the Shirley House Annual 
Rummage Sale which was a  great success both 
financially and as a fun social event.   Kudos to 
Alison Ackerman and Gloria Andrews for 
taking over Shirley's lead and continuing this 
fun event.  
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On February 7th we had a work party on our 
Shell Cut Conservation Easement (previously 
named the Dean Easement) in Bokeelia.  This 
was a follow-up to  last year's effort to remove 
the remaining large invasive  exotics, mostly 
Australian Pines and some Brazilian peppers, 
and we collected the usual unwanted flotsam 
and jetsam.   This is an area of Pine Island 
beach, along Charlotte Harbor, where a sea 
turtle nested this year for the first time in a 
long time.   Maybe we will have turtle nests on 
our Easement in the future.  We want to thank 
Brian Swain, the current owner of this 
property, for his continuing cooperation in 
allowing us to enter and maintain this 
gorgeous conservation easement. 
  

March 14th we had a very productive work 
party to our Kreie Preserve and Peter Ordway 
Tropical Hammock in Bokeelia.  We had 11 
enthusiastic volunteers working on re-opening 
the trail at the Peter Ordway Tropical 
Hammock, following up on exotic invasive 
plant control, mostly Malaleuca,  which we 
now have pretty much under control.  We were 
also able to paddle out into the Old Post Office 
Cut canoe/kayak trail with chain saws, 
continuing to work to re-open the trails that 
were closed off by Hurricane Charlie 
devastation.   There was no sign of the 
legendary Post Office Cut albino crocodile!  We 
want to also thank Ted Stickler from Captains 
Harbor who, along with his neighbors, 
managed to open up a significant length of the 
Post Office Cut canoe/kayak trail in the last 
few months.    
  

Upcoming CLT Work Parties 
Saturday May 9th, we plan on going out to 
Picnic Island in St. James City for the 
usual trash removal, invasive/exotic 
plant control and past planting observation.  
  

Saturday June 13th we will be at our Dobbs 
Preserve, near Tropical Point for trail 
maintenance and invasive/exotic plant control. 

  

A Note about Shirley House 
On Feb 24th the CLT hosted a Memorial 
for Shirley House.   This was a very well 
attended celebration of Shirley’s life held on a 
beautiful evening, under the tent at Fritts 
Park.  About 80 friends and relatives remi-
nisced, enjoyed delicious food and told 
delightful stories about Shirley.  We lost 
Shirley unexpectedly in December and will 
miss her terribly.  She was one of our hardest 
working and most enjoyable volunteers.    We 
hope that Shirley with her husband Bud as well 
as Norm and Marie Gowan will be looking out 
for the CLT from their celestial viewpoint.  
   

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures (POMA) 
 Our last two POMAS were: 
  
Sunday,  February 1st we explored our York 
Island and Long Cut Preserves in St. James 
City.  We want to thank Sandra and Don 
Werner of Galt Island for allowing us to launch 
from their lovely home site.   This was a great 
paddle.  Roger and Patty Wood, imaginative as 
always, get kudos for bringing walkie talkies 
which were helpful for coordination. 
Donations from this paddle were generous and 
much appreciated.   
 

 In our last trip of this season, on March 15th we 
portaged a short way down the St. Jude Trail in 
our St. James Creek Preserve launching from 
the chikki hut area and paddled north up to the 
beach at Tropical Point.  We had 5 paddlers, on 
a gorgeous day, with a brisk south wind which 
made it an easy passage.  
  

That will be all the trips for this year.   It was a 
very nice season.  We got to tour some of our 
Preserves by water, raised money for the CLT 
and had a lot of fun.   Tune in next fall to see 
what we are cooking up for next year.   We are 
planning an exciting 2009/2010 schedule for 
the Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures.   
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MEMORIALS 
 

Few tributes are so lasting as a memorial gift that helps preserve our Island’s heritage for fu-
ture generations. We, in the Land Trust, are privileged to carry on our work in the memory of 
individuals so honored. Memorials may consist of cash donations in the name of a departed 
loved one, a memorial carving on the St. Jude Trail in a rail or bench or even a memorial 
planting of a tree in one of our preserves. 

 

Arlo Abraham 
Edward J. Abramoske 
Hildegard Abramowske 
Martin Adamaszek * 
W.E. Adams 
Johan C. F. Andersen * 
Josephine Anderson * 
Melvin Atkin * 
Arthur L. Augenstein * 
Vesta Bailey * 
William Webb Baker * 
“Tootsie” Barnes * 
John David Bawcom 
Ralph & Ruby Beabout * 
Larry Behrens * 
James G. Beriault 
Lyall Beving * 
Frank Bopp  
Marge Borton * 
Barbara Bosley * 
Marguerite Irene Bostrom 
Betty B. Bouwes * 
Ralph Brimacombe * 
Don Burr * 
Margaret L. Burman * 
Richard R. & Ruth Callahan * 
George Campbell 
Jack Campbell  
John M Campbell * 
Ruth B. Campbell 
Rev. Cam & Helen Carmichel * 
“Hanni” Carver * 
Terez “Terri” Carver * 
Arnold S. Celmalnieks * 
Antonette Cerny * 
Tony Cerny * 
Ray Cherry * 
Alice M. Clark 

C. F. “Chuck” Clark * 
Jack Clyburn 
Arthur Cohen * 
John B. Cook * 
Jerry Cotterill * 
Ben Counselman * 
Sylvia & William Cyzewski Sr  
George Darnell 
Doyle Davison * 
Jon Davison * 
Nellwyn de Funiak * 
Louis Del Signore *  
Woodie Dillon * 
Louis E. Dupré * 
George M. Elliott * 
Ruth Elliott * 
Dorthy R. English * 
W.L. English Sr. *  
C. Frank Estelle * 
Dr. Ambrose C. Estes * 
“Hap” Everdell * 
Linwood T. Ford III * 
Linwood T. Ford IV * 
Margaret Foster 
Michael David Fox 
Bernice Francavilla * 
Phil Freeman * 
Carl H. Frost *  
Lucille Frost * 
Frederick O. “Pop” Gabriel * 
Jack C. Gaddy * 
Rob Gannon * 
Joyce Gasow * 
Jack Gates *  
Carolyn George * 
Nancy Gilmore  
Loren “POP” Gowan * 
Marie Gowan *  
Norm Gowan 

Anne Grace * 
Robert “Bob” Griest * 
Dr. Carl W. Grosspietsch 
Kenneth Grudzien * 
Alfred Woodhull Guibord * 
Kate Guthrie * 
Betty Gutowski * 
Richard J. Haberle Sr. * 
Robert Hallen * 
Ash Hallett * 
Joe Hanson * 
Bill Harmon * 
Paul J. Haar * 
Steven Patrick Hart * 
Lois Havener * 
Grace Heatherington 
Raymond W. Heidorn * 
Pamela Marie Heimann * 
Charles J. Heimann II * 
Mike Herbert * 
R.E. “Pap-Pap” Hohing * 
Frank Holfelner Jr. 
Jo Holmes * 
Verda Holmes * 
Bennie R. Hook * 
Wyatt Hooks * 
Minnie & A.B. Hoover * 
Earl Hord *  
Allen Hougland * 
Jack Houis *  
Ken Houpt * 
Shirley House 
Wayne “Bud” House 
Robert Howell * 
Earl R. Hunchberger * 
Grace Hunchberger ** 
E.S. (Red) Ingram *  
Lezlee Jean Ingram * 
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Dotty Jennings * 
Hinda & J.B. Johnson * 
Belmont Kappmeyer * 
Rudy Kara * 
Walt Karkut * 
Walter R. Kaune * 
Janette King * 
Jack Kirmer * 
Therese Kirmer * 
Jim Kiser * 
Fredda Lashley * 
George Lassanske 
Edward J. & Amanda Lever 
George Lever 
Franklyn C. Lippmann 
Roy F. Lippmann, Sr. * 
Russell Little * 
Hector Magnuson * 
Doug Mac Elroy * 
Neil & Ruthie MacIntyre * 
James W. Mahaffey * 
Dorothy M. Maloney * 
Earl J. Maloney, Sr. * 
Lyle Patrick Maloy * 
Lewis W. McAllister * 
Marie Maraviglia * 
Gertrude C. Martin * 
Stella Martin * 
Jamie Martucci * 
Joanne Dutcher Maxwell * 
Ethel McDonough *  
M. Kathleen Mellon * 
Donald Meng * 
Helene Mierendorf 
Edwin Mierendorf 
Michael L. Miller * 
Robert H. Miller * 
John Moran  
Thelma Mufich * 
Robert Musgrave 
Donald N. Muske * 
Jim Neer * 
Arthur & Ida Newberg 
Edward Newton 
Frank Nine * 
Marjorie Pray Nubel * 
Mildred V. O’Brien * 
Mary (Lever) O’Connell 

John O’Connell 
Paul Olding * 
Peter Ordway ** 
Earl Ott *  
Richard Palmtag 
Gertrud Palmtag 
Sally Parisi * 
Jane F. Pate * 
C. Bertrem Pate * 
Fred Patterson * 
Anthony Pecora 
Mary Grace Peloso * 
Emily Perkins ** 
Charlie Perry * 
Charles & Anna Perry * 
Donald R. Peterson * 
Mabel Phillipson * 
Barbara Plourde * 
Frank Polaski * 
Pete Polverari * 
Roscoe Query * 
Jean Rafferty * 
Yolanda Mae Reppa * 
John F. Reynolds Jr. 
Jacob Henry Riehm  
Stanley Rozycki IV * 
Gertie Rudd * 
Doc Salisbury 
Mr & Mrs Sherwood Sampier * 
Reese Sarda * 
Larry & Nancy Savage * 
Betty M. Schlosser * 
Chevy Schutz * 
Dorothy Seeling 
Murray & Edith Seyler * 
Phil Shaw * 
Susanne Shaw * 
William Sherwood 
Dan Shockley * 
Carl H. Shupert * 
Ronald L. Shupert *  
William Sloane 
George W. Smith 
Walter & “Rusty” Smith  
Agnes Jane Snyder 
Mike Sofranko  
Michael Sofranko Sr. * 
Eugene Spatz * 

Todd Jeffrey “TJ” Speckman* 
Ed Stegman * 
Florence Stark 
David A. Stevig * 
Raymond W. Stober * 
Francis Sullivan 
Barry Swanson * 
Don Szuminski * 
Frank Taugner, Sr. * 
Kay Taugner * 
Sharon Taugner 
Gordon Teter * 
Dave Thomas *  
Jim Thomas * 
Minnie Lee Thompson 
Robert Tutza * 
Glenn P. Twigg * 
Doris C. Twigg * 
Dan Tynan * 
Joseph Venesky * 
Mary Venesky * 
Leonore M. Vondervor * 
Patricia Ann “Pat” Waite * 
William Walsh * 
Hazel Ward * 
Harriet L. Watson * 
William Webster * 
Wayne Weeks *   
Dorothy Welch 
Elizabeth Whalen 
Bert & Mildred Wildman * 
Edith Williams * 
“Fishin” Bud Williams * 
Richard Williams * 
George Williams * 
Joseph E. Williams 
Bernard Willoughby * 
Margaret L. Wilson, M.D. 
Walt Woodhead *  
Bruno & Theresa * 
“Grandma Dot” * 
AUNT EBBIE * 
 
*Indicates name is on the St. Jude 
Trail Memorial Observation Deck 
or a Memorial Bench or on a Fritts 
Park Memorial Bench. 

 



_____ $ 15 Individual Member    _____ $100 Contributor 
_____ $ 25 Family Member  _____ $500 Patron 
_____ $ 50 Donor   _____ $1000 Benefactor 
 
_____ $ 50 Plunk–a–Plank 
(fill in lettering) ________________________ 

 

CREDIT CARD #:  Visa or MasterCard only  
EXPIRES: _________/____________ 
 

Your Name: _______________________________________  
Sponsor: __________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________  Alt Phone ______________________ 
Second Address: ________________________________________________ 
Second City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________ 
E-mail address ____________________________________________ 
 
A COPY OF THE CALUSA LAND TRUST’S OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE STATE 
OF FLORIDA’S DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352 (TOLL-FREE FROM WITHIN FLORIDA). OUR REGISTRA-
TION NUMBER IS SC-03439. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA. FULL FINANCIAL DETAILS, INCLUDING FEDERAL TAX RETURNS, CAN BE OBTAINED BY CONTACTING THE LAND TRUST’S 
TREASURER AT 239-334-8866 DURING WORKING HOURS. THE CALUSA LAND TRUST NEVER EMPLOYS PROFESSIONAL FUNDRAISERS; 
100% OF YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE RETAINED BY THE CALUSA LAND TRUST. 
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Photos of Our Calusa Land Trust Preserves Needed! 
The Calusa Land Trust and Nature Preserve invites you to explore all of our 20 preserves.  Wander 
through the wonderful variety of habitats Pine Island has to offer: from pine flatwoods, to hardwood 
hammock to mangrove swamps.  As you enjoy the relaxing sound of the breeze in the tree tops and 
ripples lapping on the shore, take your camera and photograph the large and small wonders of nature 
you discover.  Send us those photos and we will add them to our new "Guide to Calusa Land Trust 
Preserves and their Flora and Fauna".  We hope to have a good collection of photos by next spring 
and finish the preserve guide by next fall.   
 

Here are two photos submitted 
by  George Cooper.  They 
were taken at St. James Creek  
Preserve and St. Jude Trail. 

A Wish List Thank you. 
Thanks to Andy Andrews, Bob Sufranko, 

Joe Conners and "Bob" for their hard work 

in forming the foundation and pouring a con-

crete floor for the new  

CLT shed in Fritts Park.     Your help was 

very much appreciated. 

A Wish List Request. 
The CLT has a 17 foot Blue Fin aluminum 

boat that needs a replacement trailer.  If you 

have a used trailer that might work and you 

are willing to donate it to the Land Trust  

contact Ed Chapin. 

Page him at  392.0090 



 
Calusa Land Trust & Nature Preserve 
of Pine Island, Inc. 
P.O. Box 216 
Bokeelia, Florida 33922 
 

If th
e address label on this Newsletter is 

PINK it i
s tim

e to renew your  

membership.  U
se the enclosed  

envelope and the form on the last page 

to renew. 

Upcoming Work Parties—2009 
Mark your Calendars—Plan to Attend 

Saturday  May 9 9 am - 12 noon   Picnic Island  Exotic Plant & Litter Clean Up 
Saturday  Jun 13 9 am - 12 noon   Dobbs Preserve Exotic Plant & Litter Clean Up 
Saturday Jul 11 9 am - 12 noon   St James Cr Pres Native Plant Planting 
August  No Work Day  Summer Vacation 
Saturday Sep 12 9 am - 12 noon   Big Jim Cr  Exotic Plant & Litter Clean Up 
Saturday Oct 10 9 am - 12 noon   Pine Island Flatwoods Exotic Plant & Litter Clean Up 
Saturday Nov 14 9 am - 12 noon   Cayo Pelau  Exotic Plant & Litter Clean Up 
Saturday Dec 12 9 am - 12 noon   Back Bay  Exotic Plant & Litter Clean Up 

 
For more information including  

where to meet contact Ranger Ed Chapin by calling his pager 392-0090 or  
check the Web Site  www.calusalandtrust.org 

       


