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Rubber Duck Race 

2 999 rubber ducks are resting in the shed at 
Fritts Park preparing to start training for the 
13th  Annual Rubber Duck Race which will be 

held at Woody’s Waterside on March 5, 2011.  Last 
year’s race was a fantastic success with 3000 ducks 
racing down Monroe Canal and helping us to raise 
over $34,000!  
 

We just located duck #153.  During last year’s race, 
he got lost and was stranded under  the dock of  
local artist  Eileen  Felice  on Monroe canal.  Eileen 
scooped him up and painted him back into the race 
on her canvas. This great acrylic painting will be one 
of the auction items available on race day. 

 
Although this year’s race is only a few weeks away, 
we still need everyone’s help. Mark your  calendar 
now and start encouraging all your friends and 
neighbors to buy tickets and attend the race.  In 
addition to ticket sales, our proceeds come from the 
live and silent auctions.  To meet our goals, we need 
items to be donated for both the auction and duck 
race prizes.  If you are a craftsman or artist, consider 
donating some of your work. You can also donate 
your time or services such as boat rides, cook a 
dinner, etc. If you have contacts with businesses, ask 
them to donate, or contact the Race Committee and 
we will call on the business. 
 

As always, tickets are available at Woody’s as well 
as from our friendly ticket salespersons you will see 
around the island.  For ticket sales information, 
contact Ginny or Phil Schaller at 282-9300. 
 

If you wish to buy tickets but can’t make it down 
here visit our web site  www.calusalandtrust.org 
and click on the “DONATE” button or mail a check 
to PO BOX 216,  Bokeelia, FL 33922. 
 

Once again, Pink Wesorick will lead the Duck Race 
Committee. You can call her at 283-7249 or 292-9789. 
e-mail   pink@calusalandtrust.org . 
 
 

Great Calusa Duck Race 
Saturday  March 5th. 
This is our biggest 

fund raiser of the year! 



CLT Member Charlie Moelter 
Honored by Geneva Lake 
Conservancy in 
Wisconsin 
 

T hanks to Charlie Moelter 
and Frank Guske about 
240 acres of land off of 

Highway 50 a few miles east of 
Lake Geneva will remain natural 
forever.  The property known as 
the Moelter Wildlife Preserve is 
used by local scouts, school 
children and other groups.  For 
their efforts, the two received the award for Conservation 
Steward and Honorary Steward of the Year from the 
Geneva Lake Conservancy. 
 

“I was honored, greatly honored,” Moelter said about 
receiving the award. 
 

Geneva Lake Conservancy land protection specialist Lynn 
Ketterhagen said the choice of recipients this year was 
easy.  “It’s amazing how many children and other groups 
have been able to go out there and learn about nature,” 
she said. “He’s really done a lot of good for the 
community.”  Ketterhagen, who has been to the property 
many times, called Moelter a “spectacular landowner” 
who has put so much into his property. 
 

“He takes the cake on that one,” she said. “Charlie was 

the right fit (for this award) and it has been more of a 

lifetime achievement because he has done so much.” 
 

Charlie has said the Calusa Land Trust gave him the 

inspiration to set up the Preserve. 

 

Annual Meeting Photos 

 

 

Fund Raising 
by Ron Wesorick   283.7249 
 

Pine Island Boat Club 

A 
 

t our Annual Meeting Ron Wesorick 
presented the Pine Island Boat Club with a 

certificate of appreciation.  The Boat Club has staged 
poker runs for the last 18 years raising more than 
$35,000 for the Calusa Land Trust.  

Ron Good (left) and Joe Murdoch accept  
their certificate from Ron Wesorick . 

 

Great Calusa Duck Race—Prizes 
 

P lanning  is underway for our Great Calusa Duck 
Race upcoming on Sunday March 5.  One of the 

keys to our success in previous years has been the 
generous donation of prizes for the race and the 
auction.  We are asking all Calusa Land Trust mem-
bers who are craftsmen, artists, or business owners to 
consider donating an article for this great event. 
Nothing is too large or too small.  We especially 
would like items which would be of interest to men, 
such as tools, fishing tackle, sporting goods, marine 
items, gift certificates, etc. 
For more information, call Pink Wesorick at  
239.283.7249 or e-mail  pink@calusalandtrust.org 
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Duck Race Tickets are available 
on our web site 

www.calusalandtrust.org 
Click on the “DONATE” button 

and we will send you a 
Duck Ticket for every $5 

you contribute! 

Our ever popular merchandise 
booth  with Gloria Andrews.  
Donna Venesky (above ) 
greets arriving members.  
Joan Rosenberg (left) is 
newest Board Member. 



Memorilas 
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Peter Ordway Mangrove  Adventures 
Fish Eating Creek 
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Volunteers Needed 
 

The Merchandise Committee is looking for a 
few volunteer sewing ladies for a new 
project that needs finishing up.  Patterns are 
already cut for colorful, stretch & sew 3/4 
sleeve shirts.  A couple of hours on a single 
work day should do it.   

Call Gloria Andrews at 283-5020. 

Treasures of the Trails 
Judy Ott   283.1876 

February 2011 
Dwarf Sundew in Pine Flatwoods Preserve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A           Photo by Judy Ott 

very special treasure can be found hiding in 
the grasses along the edge of the trail at the 

Pine Flatwoods Preserve - the Dwarf Sundew 
(Drosera brevifolia Pursh).  The cluster of reddish, 
spoon-shaped leaves of our Florida native is less 
than the size of a quarter, making it the smallest 
Sundew in the U.S.  Note the quarter in upper right 
of photo.  The Dwarf Sundew is 1 of 5 Florida 
species, sharing the same family as the Venus Fly 
Trap.  The name "Sundew" comes from the sticky 
gel found on the hairs on the leaves that glistens in 
the sun.  The gel attracts & traps insects - tiny ones 
in the case of the Dwarf Sundew.  Sundews live in 
wetlands where the soil is low in nutrients.  So, to 
survive in the harsh conditions, Sundews have 
adapted to supplement their diet with nutrients 
provided by the insects, which are dissolved by the 
acidic gel.  In the special case of the Dwarf Sundew, 
the plant has lost the enzymes needed to get 
nitrogen from the soil, so it relies entirely on what is 
supplied by the insects.   
 

These perennial plants have tiny pinkish white 
flowers with 5 petals that bloom in the spring (April 
- June) atop fine stems less than 2 1/2 inches tall.   
The flowers self-pollinate and produce large 
amounts of tiny black seeds that need moisture and 
sunlight to geminate - making the Pine Flatwoods 
Preserve a great home.  If you're interested in more 
information about the eating habits of Sundews, 
YouTube has some interesting videos. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z10iiTkV3XU  

Saturday Octoner 17  2010 

O ur first trip was off-island to one of 
 Peter’s favorite places to paddle, Fish 
Eating Creek in Palmdale, Fl.  This is a 

unique, fresh water, cypress creek flowing into 
Lake O from Palmdale.  We had a great crew 
of 13 paddlers and were shuttled six miles up 
the creek (with our paddles) for a wonderful, 
leisurely paddle downstream enjoying a 
fabulous day and seeing birds, fish and lots of 
alligators including a newly hatched cluster of 
baby gators.  Fortunately we did not see 
Mrs. Gator.  

Lots of great scenery 

on Peter Ordway 

Mangrove Adventures.   

See page 7  for the 

schedule  or contact 
Ranger Ed. 



Ranger's Report      
by Ed Chapin - Beeper     392.0090 
 

Saturday  December 11 
There was a low turnout of only 4 Volunteers 
showing up at this Work Party.  So, we changed our 
plans from the intended paddle out to the Back Bay 
Preserve and worked instead at the Norm  Gowan 
Trailhead Vista at the Saint James Creek Preserve.  
There are lots of young invasive/exotic plants and 
trees coming up in the area that the CLT had cleared 
by contractors a couple of years back.  The new 
invasive plants ranged in size from mostly  2 feet to 
some Earleaf Acacia, Malaleuca and Austrailian 
Pines that topped 20 feet in just under three years.    
We encountered healthy populations of Brazilian 
Pepper, Carrotwood and Mahoe.  We were able to 
achieve about 90% control of the invasive/exotic 
plants over the 5 to 6 acres we were able to cover.    
Because the area of the Trailhead Vista acquisition 
that was cleared is 11 acres, more follow up is 
needed and will be scheduled later this year. 
 

Thursday January 6 
Calusa Island Preserve, Bokeelia 
We had 14 Volunteers from the Bokeelia Boat Club.  
They worked on clearing, trimming, and burning 
the never ending piles of deadwood left from 
Hurricane Charlie.  Thanks to the Bokeelia Boat 
Club for their ongoing efforts.  We appreciate their 
help.   

Saturday January 8 
Fritts Park, Bokeelia 
We had over 21 enthusiastic Volunteers setting up 
for the Annual Meeting and Rummage Sale.   We 
easily got the two tents set up, spruced up the tables 
and dressed up the Park for the upcoming events.  
We want to thank all those folk who helped out. 

Friday & Saturday January 21 & 22 

Fritts Park, Bokeelia 
On Friday seven Volunteers were on hand to receive 
donated items for the next day’s Rummage sale.   
Items were sorted, tagged, priced and displayed 
under the tents, ready for Saturday morning’s 
mayhem. 
 

Fourteen Volunteers bravely and cheerfully ran the 
Rummage Sale bringing in over $700.  Kudos to 
Alison Ackerman for organizing and running this 
worthwhile, fundraising event continuing in Shirley 
and Bud House’s footsteps.  And a big thanks for the 
wonderful cupcakes baked and brought by Mark 
and Sandy! 
 

Saturday January 29t 
The Matlacha Yacht Club had a picnic outing at 
Fritts Park under a brilliant sunny sky.  They had a 
great turnout, delicious food, and all had a great 
time.  They donated $165 to the Land Trust for use 
of the Park.   
 

Saturday February 5 
The Bokeelia Boat Club enjoyed their picnic outing 
at Fritts Park.  This club volunteers often at Calusa 
Island. 
 

Other groups interested in using Fritts Park for their 
events can contact Chief Ranger Ed Chapin at 
ecalusaed@calusalandtrust.org or Beep him at 
239-392-0090 and leave a voice message with your 
contact information.    
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Rummage Sale 
 

Despite numerous activities being held all over the 

island on January 22, our Fritts Park Rummage Sale 

still brought a steady stream of interested Saturday 

shoppers all morning long. There were about 15 

loyal volunteers working all Friday afternoon and 

most of Saturday - setting up tables, attaching tags, 

hanging and folding clothes, greeting customers, 

and negotiating deals. When all was said and done, 

Calusa Land Trust counted up $750 in profits and 

considering the competition, everyone agreed it 

was a great event. The entire committee is already 

thinking about ways to improve this fundraiser for 

next year and look forward to an even greater 

return. Besides, we wouldn’t want to miss all the 

fun and hope more folks can join in. 

mailto:ecalusaed@calusalandtrust.org
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CALUSA LAND TRUST AND NATURE PRESERVE 

OF PINE ISLAND, INC. 

 

2011 Board of Directors 

 

Ackerman, Alison (2010-2011)                                  337-5586 

alison@spikowski.com 
 

Anderson, Brenda J. (2010-2011)        283-1878 

brenda@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Bruner, Harold (2010-2011) Land Acquisition Chair    Cell:  464-2436 
hdbruner@gmail.com 
 

Chapin, Ed (2011-2012) Land Stewardship Chair    Pager: 392-0090 

ecalusaed@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Cotterill, Brian (2010-2011) President                                 283-1876 

brian@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Culver, Joan (2011-2012)        Cell: 281-3866 

joan@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Koutsoutis, Sonja J. ‘Sonny’ (2011-2012) Publicity Chair    283-4980 
sonny@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Ott, Judy (2011-2012)         283-1876 

judy@calusalandtrust.org  
 

Rosenberg, Joan (2011-2012) Annual Meeting Chair     283-3871 

mail@joanandphil.com        Cell: 229-5589 

 
Rosenberg, Phil (2011-2012) Membership Chair     283-3871 

webmaster@calusalandtrust.org       Cell: 229-5589 
 

Simmons, Peter ((2010-2011)        558-8683 

littleboarshead@comcast.net 
 

Spikowski, Bill ((2010-2011) Treasurer/Business Manager    334-8866 
bill@spikowski.com 
 

Wesorick, Ron (2011-2012) Vice President/Fund Raising Chair    283-7249 

ron@calusalandtrust.org        Cell: 292-9788 
 

Woodhead, Rubye ((2010-2011) Secretary/Historian     283-1288 

rubyew5@embarqmail.com 
 

Venesky, Donna (2011-2012)                                Cell: 849-6300 

donna@calusalandtrust.org 
 

Non-Board Chairs 
Andrews, Gloria Merchandise Chair       283-5020 

gand9053@aol.com     
 

Wesorick, Pink  Duck Race Chair       283-7249 

pink@calusalandtrust.org 

mailto:mail@joanandphil.com
mailto:gand9053@aol.com
mailto:pink@calusalandtrust.org


Work Parties—Everyone Welcome 
They are on the first Saturday of each month except August. 

9:00am to Noon  We need your help. 

 
Saturday   March 12   St. James Creek Preserve & Dobbs Preserve  9 - Noon 
Saturday  April 9        Back Bay & Baxley Preserves   9 - Noon 
Saturday   May 14      Pine Island Flatwoods & Dobbs Preserves  9 - Noon 
Saturday   June 11      Flanagan Preserve, Captiva   9 - Noon  

 

Peter Ordway Mangrove Adventures 
 
Saturday   February 26,   Long Cut, York &, Coconut Islands St. James City     Noon - 3   
Sunday      March 27     The New Inman Property  St. James City        Noon—3 
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_____ $ 15 Individual Member  _____ $100 Contributor 
_____ $ 25 Family Member  _____ $500 Patron 
_____ $ 50 Donor   _____ $1000 Benefactor 
 
_____ $ 50 Plunk–a–Plank 
(fill in lettering) ________________________ 

 

CREDIT CARD #:  Visa or MasterCard only  
EXPIRES: _________/____________ 
 

Your Name: _______________________________________  
Sponsor: __________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip:  _________________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________  Alt Phone ______________________ 
Second Address: ________________________________________________ 
Second City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________ 
E-mail address __________________________________________________ 

February 2011 

"A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER 
SERVICES BY CALLING 800-435-7352 TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, 

APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE." 

  Full financial details, including federal tax returns, can be obtained by contacting the Land Trust’s treasurer at (239) 334-8866 during working hours.  
Federal Employer Identification Number: 59-1782265.  The Calusa Land Trust is an exempt Organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.   
Florida Dept of Agriculture & Consumer Services registration number CH3439. No portion of donations received by the Trust is paid to any professional 

solicitor. 100% of all donations are received by the Trust. 

How do you want to 
receive your  
Newsletter? 

 

US Mail 
      E-Mail 

Hope to see you at  
the Great Calusa Duck Race. 

Saturday 
March 5 

Woody½s Waterside 
Saint James City 

Noon¹till! 
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The Calusa Land Trust 
 Mission Statement 

 
The purpose of the Calusa Land Trust is to protect the natural diversity and beauty of the Pine Island 
region by acquiring, managing and preserving in perpetuity environmentally sensitive or historically 

important land and to foster appreciation for and understanding of the environment and our past.  
The Land Trust is a broad coalition of individuals, families, and businesses who agree that the 

acquisition and protection of natural land is important if we are to retain the quality of life which 
makes the Pine Island region so attractive to people and to wildlife. The Land Trust is supported 

entirely by people who donate their time, talent, and financial support to protect irreplaceable 
natural resources.  The Land Trust does not engage in political activity or lobbying and takes no 

position on zoning or regulatory matters.  The Calusa Land Trust represents people's willingness to 
put their money and time where their hearts are to make a difference. 

 
Calusa Land Trust & Nature Preserve 
of Pine Island, Inc. 
P.O. Box 216 
Bokeelia, Florida 33922 
 

Yellow 
Address 

Label? Time 
to Renew. 


